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    7 December 2007




BDA Welcomes Government Funding  

The Government has announced it is providing the British Dyslexia Association (BDA), the voice of dyslexic people, with £150,000 of funding to help support its National Helpline over the next two years. 
The BDA’s Helpline, which was established when the BDA was founded in 1972, provides advice to anyone needing help and advice on dyslexia. Funded solely by voluntary income the charity aims to influence Government and other institutions to promote a dyslexia friendly society.

Welcoming the Government’s support, BDA Chief Executive Judi Stewart, said: "The BDA National Helpline is often inundated with calls and we are very pleased to have the opportunity to build our service. The right support and information can make the difference between a child who feels frustrated and excluded and one who feels confident and able to manage their dyslexia."

The BDA’s National Helpline receives over 2000 enquiries from parents, teachers and those with dyslexia every week and the money will enable the BDA to further develop its National Helpline to provide advice and assistance to those who need it. 
Calls to the National Helpline come from desperate parents and teachers who need advice and support on how to meet the needs of failing dyslexic children and young people, they also receive calls from concerned employers and dyslexic adults who are experiencing serious problems in the workplace.

Enquiries to the National Helpline have increased in recent months, as a number of Local Dyslexia Association’s have closed their helplines, due to being unable to cope with the volume of calls they were receiving. 
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Notes to Editors

1. The British Dyslexia Association (BDA) is the voice of dyslexic people. Our vision is that of a dyslexia friendly society that enables dyslexic people to reach their potential. We offer advice, information and help to dyslexic people, their families and the professionals who support them.  

2. The Helpline is available Monday to Thursday from 10am- 12pm and 2pm-4pm on 0118 966 8271. 

3. The BDA’s Helpline is the only national helpline providing advice on dyslexia. 

4. The Government funding is part of a wider scheme to help children with dyslexia. For full details of the scheme go to http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2007_0232. 
5. For more information on dyslexia please go to www.bdadyslexia.org.uk. 

