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18 December 2007



BDA Welcomes Primary Review
The British Dyslexia Association (BDA), the voice of dyslexic people, has welcomed the publication of The Primary Review into Special Education Needs (SEN).
The report, one of 32 independent interim reports by Cambridge University into Primary Education, has researched how primary school children have their differing education needs identified and met. 
The report found that:

· Pupils with special educational needs are more likely to be excluded; 

· Identification of pupils with special needs is resource driven;
· Approaches to teaching pupils with learning difficulties are not much different from effective practice for all children;

· There is much to be gained from more collaborative practice, with professionals working together across boundaries;
· Policy must focus on processes rather than simple outcomes. 

Dyslexia affects one in ten of the population and is the most prevalent form of Specific Learning Difficulties in schools.
BDA Chief Executive Judi Stewart said: “We welcome the Primary Review into Special Education Needs, it is a very thorough examination into the discrepancies between the identification of SEN’s and the support offered throughout the country. 
“Teaching methods for dyslexic children also benefit most other children. What teachers need is access to the knowledge and support to enable them to focus on the processes of learning and be confident in effectively managing their pupils with Special Education Needs. 
“The BDA has consistently called for early identification, early intervention and continued support. This is a good practice model which is applicable to most other SEN’s. 

“What is essential is that the Government provides the authorities and schools with the provision to ensure that children are assessed correctly and supported fully.” 
Contacts 
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BDA Media and Communications Officer 
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Notes to Editors
1. The British Dyslexia Association (BDA) is the voice of dyslexic people. Our vision is that of a dyslexia friendly society that enables dyslexic people to reach their potential. We offer advice, information and help to dyslexic people, their families and the professionals who support them.  
2. For further information on the Primary Review, contact Richard Margrave
email: richard@margrave.co.uk, mobile: 07789 692360.
3. For more information on dyslexia please go to www.bdadyslexia.org.uk or call the helpline on 0118 966 8271.
