Calderdale Council receives Dyslexia Friendly Award

Calderdale Council has received official recognition from the British Dyslexia Association (BDA) for the work it does in supporting children and young people with dyslexia.

BDA’s Chief Executive, Judi Stewart is to present the Council with the BDA Dyslexia Friendly Quality Mark on Friday 15 June. 
A ceremony to be held at Heath Training and Development Centre, Free School Lane, Halifax, at 12 noon on Friday, will be attended by representatives from the BDA, Calderdale Council and headteachers from four Dyslexia Friendly Schools. Reporters/photographers are cordially invited to attend.

The BDA Quality Mark recognises the work that councils and schools do to help one in ten children and young people who are dyslexic.  
To achieve the Quality Mark, the BDA carries out a stringent series of inspections and interviews to ensure that the Council and schools meet the required criteria.

Calderdale Council works with primary and secondary schools across the borough to support training. Schools are trained and supported to include dyslexia friendly approaches in the delivery of the curriculum. Schools are offered a two-day training programme by the Council to help them achieve the Dyslexia Friendly School Award.

BDA’s Chief Executive, Judi Stewart, says: “We are delighted to present Calderdale Council with the Quality Mark. This is a great achievement for all involved and it is very well deserved. We hope that other councils and schools follow in their footsteps and work towards becoming dyslexia friendly.”    
Calderdale Council’s Cabinet Member, Children and Young People, Cllr. Craig Whittaker, says the award is recognition of the years of co-operation between the Council and schools on helping children and young people with dyslexia.

“The Council and schools across Calderdale recognise that dyslexia is a very real barrier to learning for many children.

“By working closely with our schools, we are able to ensure that children and young people with dyslexia have the best possible start and continue to be supported right through their school careers.” 
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About the British Dyslexia Association (BDA) 
The BDA is the voice of dyslexic people. Our vision is that of a dyslexia friendly society that enables dyslexic people to reach their potential.  

We offer advice, information and help to dyslexic people, their families and the professionals who support them. Helpline: 0118 966 8271.

For more information please go to www.bdadyslexia.org.uk or contact the Media Officer on 0118 929 6951 / Hesterb@dyslexia.org.uk.
