Say No To Failure
The British Dyslexia Association (BDA) is pleased to announce that Kate Griggs, campaigner and founder of dyslexia charity Xtraordinary People has won backing from Government to fund an exciting initiative. 

The No to Failure campaign will demonstrate the link between children failing at school and dyslexia. It will clearly define the level of training and expertise teaching staff should have. 

The initiative, which has united the leading dyslexia charities, will be announced today by Lord Adonis, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools at Lyndhurst Primary School in Southwark.  No to Failure has three main aims: 
· To increase understanding of and remove the stigma surrounding dyslexia

· To raise expectations of what dyslexic children can achieve given the right support

· To highlight the necessity of specialist training for teachers in every school

Although dyslexia affects 10% of the population, it is widely unrecognised in schools because teachers have little or no dyslexia training, despite it being the most common specific learning difficulty. 

Recent NUT research found that 77% of teachers want training in dyslexia.  Less than 14% were very confident that they could identify a dyslexic child and only 9% were very confident they could teach one.  
Xtraordinary People and the British Dyslexia Association today released results of a survey that asked parents of dyslexic children for their views:

· 9 out of 10 thought support provided by their child’s school was 
not effective 
· 71% thought their children were being supported by staff without specialist training in dyslexia.  
A spokesperson for the British Dyslexia Association (BDA) said: “We fully support the No To Failure initiative launched today. Dyslexic children need specialist support in the classroom, which they are simply not getting. Specialist training for teachers is long over due, with many newly qualified teachers having no means to cope with specific learning difficulties, including dyslexia. 

The BDA will continue to campaign on behalf of all dyslexic learners, until such time as appropriate support is available to them.”

For more information please go to www.bdadyslexia.org.uk  or www.xtraordinarypeople.com 
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